[Prophylactic antibiotic use in gastro-intestinal surgery: an audit of current practice].
To evaluate compliance with clinical guidelines on prophylactic antibiotic usage in gastro-intestinal surgery. The medical charts of one hundred consecutive patients undergoing surgery in the last 6 months of 2006 were analysed as to determine whether the use of prophylactic antibiotics was indicated. Compliance with the prophylactic antibiotic guidelines of the Toulouse teaching hospitals and the Société Française d'Anesthésie et de Réanimation (SFAR) was examined; cases were analyzed by the criteria of the Haute Autorité en Santé for indication, type of antibiotic, time of administration, and duration of treatment. Antibiotic prophylaxis was prescribed in 58% of patients; there was an 85% compliance rate with the indication. Of those receiving antibiotic prophylaxis, the choice of antibiotic was appropriate in 82.8%, but the timing of administration was in compliance in only 39.7%. Duration of antibiotic administration was excessive in 5 cases. The overall rate of compliance with guidelines was 42%. Prophylactic antibiotic guidelines were inadequately applied, especially regarding the timing of administration. Further systemic progress is needed to achieve compliance with guidelines and documentation of administration; such evaluations must be repeated on regular basis.